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Summer 2018 Rally – Much to See and Do

Loveland, Rocky Mountain 
National Park, and Estes Park
If you’ve never been to this part of Colorado and are plan-
ning to attend the Diesel RV Club’s rally in Loveland, you 
are in for a real treat – one that will provide memories for 
years to come. There will be breath-taking views of the 
Rockies in addition to the dinner theater and informa-
tional seminars and activities.

Free Day to Explore
One of the things requested at several rallies has been the 
provision of a free day to explore the surrounding area. 
Wednesday is the day set aside for just such an activity. 
With that in mind, the following suggestion is made. Take 
the triangle route that goes west from Loveland via US 

34 (which reopened from the 2013 flood Memorial Day 
weekend) to Estes Park then southeast via US 36 to Lyons 
and returning to Loveland via Colorado 66 and US 287. 
You’ll be able to travel along rivers and through canyons 
up to and down from the lake at Estes Park and the Front 
Range. Once in Lyons, you’ll experience the flatter lands 
of the high plains north of Denver. At Estes Park, it is pos-
sible to go into the heart of Rocky Mountain National Park 
via RMNP’s shuttle bus.

Estes Park, Colorado is the base camp for Rocky Mountain 
National Park. For an interesting encounter with the local 

continued on page 8
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The Officer’s Corner
Rod Kenly, Senior Vice President

As I sit here, Memorial Day is happening. The summer 
season is upon us, and we are already breaking the 100 
degree mark on the thermometer where we live.

Memorial Day also starts the 100 days of summer. At 
work, we were always reminded about the 100 days of 
summer and how it would impact our lives. This is the 
largest vacation period of the year. The sun is shines, days 
are longer, and people are out swimming, boating, or just 
visiting family and friends far away. In general, all are play-
ing and having a good time. Some, even in their RVs. 

It’s also a time of celebration, recreation, staying awake 
long hours, and driving more miles than your body has the 
energy for. At least, that’s my feeling once in a while.

With all of these fun summer activities, we need to be 
more aware of what is going on around us. Many of us 
in the Diesel RV Club are retired so the summer may not 
seem much different than the rest of the year. Those that 
aren’t will be doing all the things I have just stated – and 
going to work when not on vacation. Still, we’ll need to be 
more aware of our surroundings for safety reasons. 

I was just reading some stuff online and noted that statis-
tics show highway deaths are 30% higher during the 100 
days of summer. So please be safe out there on the high-
way along with a heightened awareness of other summer 
safety issues (barbecue safety, pool safety, boating safety, 
driving safety, etc) as well as the heat related issues such 
as sun stroke. So, please be careful!

We are also preparing for our rally and FMCA convention 
this July. DRVC’s Summer Rally is 8-13 July in Loveland, 

Colorado. It is followed by the FMCA International Rally 
which is 18-21 July in Gillette, Wyoming. 

The Diesel RV Club has been asked to provide personnel to 
help with Security at Gillette. Those who volunteer and are 
accepted will get to arrive early (15 July). 

I’m looking forward to a nice summer – Loveland is really 
nice in the summer and we know that Gillette is usually 
pretty nice, as well. The CAM-PLEX in Gillette offers lots 
of space on the grounds in addition to the nice facilities.

I hope you’ve gotten some good information out of the 
articles that we’ve published in “Travelore.” If there is 
something you’d like to see covered, please let us know.

If you hadn’t noticed, FMCA magazine has changed 
names. It is now called “Family RVing”. This is due to 
allowing towables to be a part of the FMCA family.

Elsewhere in this issue look for the graphic that displays 
where future FMCA conventions will be held. Now that 
they are known, planning will begin on the location of 
future Diesel RV Club rallies.

We hope to see you in Loveland or Gillette, otherwise -

See you down the road —

Rod
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continued on next page

Part 3

Water Processing in the Motorhome
by Rod B. Kenly, Senior Vice President

This is the third of several articles concerning the process-
ing of water in our RVs. As in the previous articles, I will 
provide facts and also provide my opinion on what should 
be done. Your opinions may be different than mine. I will, 
however, present the data as well as I can.

In the previous articles, this article, and a couple more, I 
have or will discuss the following subjects:

• Water Input
• Water Filtering
• Water Softening
• Water Conditioning

I hope that you will find some of the information that I 
provide to be useful and a starting point for you to learn 
even more. Now let’s continue.

The first two articles covered getting water from a resi-
dence or RV park to the motorhome through a sediment 
filter (with a recommendation), and a teaser about not 
using a combination, inline filter. I will come back to the 
reason for not recommending an inline filter.

If you remember from the second article (Spring 2018 
edition of “Travelore”), my recommendation was that a 
10-inch cartridge (and housing) with a sediment filter of 
1-micron capability be used. This gets the dirt and other 
sediments out of the water while providing the opportu-
nity for additional filtering.

Since RVers frequently travel to destinations out of their 
home area, we don’t know the quality of the water that 
will be supplied and whether from a state-approved well 
or public utility, and we need to keep harmful substances 
(such as lead or bacteria) from the water. It may even be 
necessary to improve the taste (and smell) characteristics 
from the locale’s water supply.

Pure water contains only two chemical compounds – H20. 
It is rare to find absolutely pure water unless you are 
drinking rainwater in the middle of an area where no 
pollution exists. Water easily picks up and carries other 
elements – most of them undesirable. Filtering can make 
the water more aesthetic (sight, smell, and taste) while 
removing contaminants that can effect our health.

The contaminants that affect the taste and odor of water 
will go right through the sediment filter. The most com-
monly used method of cleaning the taste and odor is by 
use of an activated carbon filter. Carbon filters can only 
pull out a finite amount of contaminants, so filters need to 
be changed. Generally, carbon filters last twice as long as 
sediment filters.

Carbon filters can come in three forms – 
• granulated active carbon (GAC), which is the cheapest 

but still effective,
• solid block carbon (SBC), which are the best filtration 

but filter water at a very low rate, and 
• modified carbon block (MCB), which has a good filter-

ing capability and a higher flow rate.
The MCB is what I recommend. 

In addition, there are other filter types –
• metal trap, to remove iron and manganese; ceramic to 

remove bacteria and cysts;
• alumina, to remove fluoride and arsenic-5, and

Shown in the photo is the RV Water Guard Multipurpose 
Filtration System (PWDWRVWG2 ) by Watts Regulator 
Company.
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continued from previous page

• arsenic, to remove arsenic-3 and arsenic-5, as well as 
other specialized filters.

I recommend the Pentair CFB-PB10 which filters at 
0.5-microns. It not only removes chlorine but also 
improves taste.

By this point one can begin to understand why I recom-
mend two, 10” canisters with one containing a 1-micron 
sediment filter and the other a 0.5-micron carbon block 
filter. Depending on where you travel, you indeed might 
utilize a third, 10-inch canister that might contain a spe-
cialized filter to remove cysts, arsenic, or iron.

Even if the campgrounds in which you choose to stay are 
on a city system, keep in mind that the lines between the 
filtration plan and the site where you’ll be connected may 
be old and subject to deterioration in quality. After all, 
there are miles and miles of pipes underground in which 
rust or other contaminants can become an issue not to 
even mention the use of lead in the infrastructure. To 
insure yourself, it’s relatively easy to carry an onboard 
filtration system. 

Now back, to the inline filter issue – as mentioned before, 
I do not recommend them though I see many people at RV 
parks using these. I suggest staying away from them for 
a couple of reasons. First, they typically filter sediment 
only to about 100 microns (compared to the 1-micron 
recommendation). These can be found under Camco’s 
TASTEpure label. However, there are other inline filters on 
the market that go down to the 20-micron level. A well-
known filter is the OMNIfilter Model RV-1 which does a 
better job than the Camco in filtering sediment, dirt and 
rust particles. However, even this is still too big for me. 

The Pentair CFB-PB10 filter is a 
modified molded block cartridge using 
a technology that creates a unique 
filter media by attaching powdered 
activated carbon and lead adsor-
bent material onto a cellulose-free 
synthetic fiber matrix. The technol-
ogy also offers up to two times the 
chlorine taste and odor reduction as 
well as dirt holding capacity of other 
cartridge types.

Second, they use a cheaper granulated carbon, which is 
prone to “tunneling.” This allows untreated water to pass 
through. In addition, they must be replaced more fre-
quently since they’re only designed for seasonal use.

I will say, however, that if you are only an occasional 
camper, using the RV less than six weeks in a year and con-
venience is your preference, then certainly use the better 
inline filter like the OMNIfilter. The one-dollar cost differ-
ence is well worth the basic protection it provides.

In the next issue, I will discuss water softening and how 
I provide for it all the time. Until then, seriously consider 
your basic filtration needs. 

Editor’s Note: If you already have a cannister filter designed 
for a whole-house system mounted in your water bay, my 
suggestion is to use an element that covers the basics outlined 
by Rod above. If there is no room for a second cannister, then 
choose something that will mount externally and meet a basic 
filtering need while using the onboard system to handle a 
finer micron rating and provide enhancement to the filtration 
system. Though less sophisticated, you’ll be better off in the 
long run. As a matter of fact, that is what I do. The 10-inch 
cannister size is standard and a variety of manufacturers 
support it with a range of capabilities. This includes those 
mentioned, Culligan, and a host of others. Just be sure to do 
your research and get the correct micron rating and enhance-
ments you need. Also, keep in mind that softening is a different 
process than filtering. By doing both, you’ll hardly need to buy 
bottled water and needlessly contribute to the landfills across 
the United States. Be wise and be water wise, too.

Shown at left is the 
Camco TASTEpure 
100-micron filter. 
At right is the 
superior 20-micron 

OMNIfilter 
for typi-
cal inline, 

campground use.
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Forum.DieselRVClub.org
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Forum.DieselRVClub.org

A Tribute to:

David Atherton and the Forum
Editor’s Note: The following is an excerpt from a posting to 
the Diesel RV Club’s Forum from a member who needed assis-
tance with a Caterpillar 3126e starting issue.

We recently purchased a 2002 Newmar Dutch Star with 
a Caterpillar 3126e on a Freightliner chassis, our first 
Class A. This unit has been competently and impeccably 
cared for and improved! It also comes with the invaluable 
resource of the availability and knowledge base of the pre-
vious owner as the following account will show.

Returning home after the first outing we stopped to fuel 
and afterward noted that the gauge only showed 3/4 full. I 
checked with the previous owner to see if I had short-filled 
or if that reading should be expected. During the second 
outing when we fueled, I put extra work into making sure 
we were full and the gauge showed full when we pulled 
away from the pump. Within 10 miles the gauge was 
fluctuating between 3/4 and 7/8. Within 20 miles I expe-
rienced total throttle loss. I pulled off the road, parked, 
and contemplated before I called the previous owner, who 
advised that the throttle was electronic and to turn the 
ignition off, wait briefly for computer reset and restart. 
This solved the problem.

40 miles later the check engine light came on. We had been 
fighting a 40 mph headwind in 95° F and I had watched 
the temps come up on both engine and transmission but 
both had stayed under 200. I drove another mile and then 
pulled over and parked as we were heading into 100 miles 
of remote northeast Arizona. I reviewed all pressures and 
temps as we idled smoothly for a few minutes. I decided 
that the nature of the problem might be the same as 
the electronic throttle and to shut down and attempt to 
restart. There was no restart.

Having recently fueled, I drained some fuel from the water 
separator. There seemed to be no water but I felt like it 
smelled more like paint thinner than good fuel. The unit 
has a manual primer and I began operating it without suc-
cess. A passerby stopped who, obviously, had much more 
diesel experience than I and attempted to help for one-half 
hour. One thing we accomplished together was verifica-
tion that we had throttle operation. When towed late 
that night I elected to be dropped at Freightliner where, 
the next day, codes were pulled showing that the HEUI 
(Hydraulic Electronic Unit Injector) oil pressure was only 

making 240 PSI cranking, which is insufficient. At this 
point, we needed to rent a car and get my wife back to her 
dying mother’s bedside and leave the unit at Freightliner, 
200 miles from home. 

This provided time for me to connect with the previous 
owner who, in turn, contacted Brett Wolfe who, in turn, 
made contact with David Atherton on my behalf. 

Let the following be a tribute to Dave who rescued 
this diesel newbie. 

After I emailed Dave with a description of the events I had 
a return email and phone call within hours. His diagnosis: 
One of two parts needed to be replaced. 

I called Freightliner the first business day that they were 
open and told them not to work on my unit and that 
I would return in four days (after my mother-in-law’s 
burial). That following week Dave sent photos and descrip-
tions of the two parts plus their locations and even wrench 
sizes that would be needed by this newbie. I picked up the 
parts from two CAT dealers and returned to the rig. Step 
1 – Disconnect the Injection Actuation Pressure Sensor. 
This is the first sensor from the front of the engine located 
on top at the edge of the valve cover right by the HEUI 
pump. This has a 10-inch pigtail to the connector into the 
wiring harness. Attempt to start. If the engine starts it 
confirms the sensor is bad. It did not restart so the sensor 
was not replaced. Step 2 – I replaced the Injection Actua-

continued on next page
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Just an FYI

Dealing with a Rusted Bolt

tion Pressure Regulator (solenoid) 
at the base of the HEUI pump. I’ll be 
forever grateful to Dave’s coaching 
that a 1-1/8-inch wrench was needed 
for this so that I could include it in 
the toolbox before leaving home. 
After replacement, the engine started 
immediately. All that remained, and 
certainly the most difficult, was clean-
ing and re-installing the driveshaft 
that had been removed for towing. 
(Time for this 66-year-old to get back 
on the weight bench at the YMCA!) 
The fuel gauge appeared to provide 
a stable, accurate reading during the 
200-mile trip home. 

Dave Atherton’s extensive knowledge, 
willingness to share and time spent 
coaching this diesel newbie saved me 
thousands of dollars and gave me a 
good start on getting acquainted with 
my first diesel power plant. There is a 
huge debt of gratitude I owe.

Thanks, also, to previous owner Wally 
McCorkle, who spends much time 
coaching me, and to Brett Wolfe.

continued from previous page

Ever had difficulty trying to remove a rusted bolt 
or free a rusty nut from the rusty bolt? Yes, rust 
can become a very good bonding agent with a 
lot of metals. Perhaps one of the more popular 
products to deal with the situation is WD-40. 
But, as it turns out, it is one of the least effective 
of several products at getting the job done.

A study done by Machinist’s Workshop magazine 
in their April 2007 issue looked at different pen-
etrating oils to see which one did the best job of 
freeing a rusted bolt by measuring the pounds of 
torque required to loosen the bolt once treated. 
If the study was scientifically accurate, it turns 
out the home brew works best! The results may 
be viewed in the chart at the right.

None

WD-40

PB Blaster

Liquid Wrench

Kano Kroil

ATF-Acetone Mix (50/50)
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wildlife, head to the golf course to observe elk serving as 
a hazard on the fairways and greens. Many visitors enjoy 
stopping in at The Stanley Hotel which was built in 1909. 
It seems to have picked up a haunted theme over the years 
details of which are explained to hotel guests. 

To see some of Rocky Mountain National Park’s 415 
square miles or protected space and spectacular mountain 
environments, a ride on Trail Ridge Road – which crests at 
over 12,000 feet including many overlooks to experience 
the subalpine and alpine worlds – is an option. However, 
during the peak summer season, the wise suggestion of 
riding the park’s free shuttle bus along the Bear Lake Road 
may be preferred. It is a great way to avoid congested park-
ing lots and also opens up some wonderful opportunities 
to do loop hikes before catching the shuttle for a return 
trip to your car. 

Around Loveland
The Loveland Museum/Gallery is an accredited art and 
history museum that was founded in 1937 by local author, 

continued from page 1

Summer 2018 Rally – Much to See and Do
collector, curator, and mountain guide Harold Dunning. 
Dunning began collecting pioneer artifacts and stories 
as early as 1919. Today, the Loveland Museum/Gallery is 
home to a variety of historical exhibits and hosts world-
class art exhibitions as well.

Also of notable interest is the Columbine Gallery which 
champions displaying great artwork. Many of the paint-
ings and sculptures on display feature a Rocky Mountain 
theme of wildlife and beautiful scenery.

Dinner Theater
The summer rally includes a night at the nearby Jesters 
Dinner Theater in Longmont. The Producers a musical 
adapted by Mel Brooks and Thomas Meehan from Brooks’s 
1967 film of the same name will be the highlight of the 
evening. The Broadway production received 12 Tony 
Awards. Based on the humor for which Brooks is known, 
everyone in attendance will leave laughing and with a full 
stomach before the short trip back to the campground.

Wherever you’re going this summer…
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Sunday, July 8, 2018
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm Register your attendance, pick up your goodie bag, sign up for volunteer opportunities, 

meet other club members

4:00 - 5:00  Happy Hour (BYOB) – You are invited to bring a special snack you’d like to share

5:00 - 6:00  Welcome – Introduction of officers and first time attendees. Announcements, handout and 
discuss Treasure Hunt. (As always, everyone is welcome to attend the technical seminars. 
If you are not interested in a particular craft session you are encouraged to come, bring 
your own project to work on or just come to visit.)

    Note: Registrant photos will be taken for the rally photo album

6:00 - 7:00  Potluck Dinner – The club will provide the entree. Please a bring a dish for eight (8); assign-
ments, by last name, are as follows: 
A through E, dessert; F through M, vegetable; M through Z, salad. 
 Please provide your own table service and drink.

7:00 - 8:00  Activity to be determined. 

Monday, July 9, 2018
8:00 am - 9:00 am Catered Breakfast

9:15    Group Photo (Wear your DRVC shirt or a solid-colored shirt) 

9:30 - 11:00  Technical Seminar – Diesel Engine Maintenance (What Needs to be Done and When)  
by Rod Kenly and Dave Atherton, Retired Diesel Mechanic and “Ask Dave” Moderator on 
the DRVC Forum

9:30 - 11:00  Ladies – Making a Copper Bracelet

11:00 - 12:00 Diesel RV Club Annual meeting (including a “How to” on using the Diesel RV Club website 
and technical forum)

12:00 pm  Lunch on your own

1:00 - 1:30 Tour the facility of rally charity, Hearts and Horses Therapeutic Riding Center

2:00   Afternoon free to explore the area, nature scavenger hunt, or visit among friends

4:30 - 5:30  Happy Hour (BYOB), 50/50 drawing tickets on sale for the benefit of a local charity

5:30 - 6:30  Catered Dinner

6:30 - 8:00  Entertainment by Gunnison Drive – Enjoy the music or dance to a few songs

Tuesday, July 10, 2018
8:00 am - 9:00 am Catered Breakfast

9:00 - 11:00  Technical Seminar – Diesel Engine Maintenance (continued)

9:00 - 11:00  Ladies Craft – Let’s Make Some Greeting Cards (choose stamping or try paper stitching

12:00 pm   Lunch on your own
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Tuesday, July 10, 2018 (continued)
1:00 - 5:00 Open

5:00 - 6:00  Happy Hour (BYOB).

6:15    Catered Dinner at Jester’s Theater prior to the presentation of Mel Brook’s “The Producers”  
 – CAR POOLING IS HIGHLY ENCOURAGED

Wednesday, July 11, 2018
Free Day   Visit Estes Park or Journey through Rocky Mountain National Park.

A private performance for attendees of 
Diesel RV Club’s Rocky Mountain Rally 

by the cast and crew of 
Jesters Dinner Theatre of Longmont 

July 10, 2018

MUSICAL

Thursday, July 12, 2018
8:00 am - 9:00 am Catered Breakfast

9:00 - 12:00  Ladies Craft – Finish any cards begun on Tuesday, share the hobbies and crafts you enjoy.

9:00 - 10:00  Technical Seminar on Water Processing – Rod Kenly

10:00 - 12:00  Maintenance and Problems Roundtable – Rod Kenly and Dave Atherton 

12:00 pm  Lunch on your own – Submit photos for judging

4:30    Bring your items for a silent auction with proceeds to local charity

5:00 - 6:00  Happy Hour (BYOB). Check out the silent auction. Bid from 5:00-5:45. 50/50 sales (last 
chance)

6:00 - 7:00  Catered Dinner

7:00    Announcements: Winners of photo contest, silent auction, bean-bag baseball, other 
games/contests in addition to drawings for door prizes. 

Friday, July 13, 2018
8:00 - 9:00  Continental Breakfast (BYOTS)

    Have safe travels to Gillette or wherever your route may lead.
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Ballot for 2018 Diesel RV Club Annual Meeting

2018 Business Meeting Voting Process Started June 2, 2018
one vote per family unit. Voting Members may cast their 
vote as for or against each candidate. 

The Ballot Tabulating Committee, to be selected from 
those members present at the meeting, will tally the 
votes taken at the meeting together with those submitted 
online. A quorum for the transaction of business at any 
duly called Chapter meeting is 25% of the Chapter family 
unit membership or 15 family unit members, whichever 
is less. The quorum calculation will include the number of 
Ballots submitted during the online voting process.

If any other item(s) are forthcoming at the meeting, you 
have the choice of providing your proxy to Rod Kenly, 
Acting President or in his absence, any other Chapter 
Officer, to vote on your behalf on any such item to be put 
to a vote at the meeting. The Board of Directors request 
completion of the following ballot. Your online ballot must 
be cast on or before midnight Mountain DST on July 7, 
2018 in order to be counted.

During the meeting, names will be submitted from the 
floor for nominations to serve on the 2018-2019 Nomi-
nating Committee. If you are willing to serve on this 
important committee, please check the corresponding 
ballot question accordingly.  Your assistance and participa-
tion will be appreciated.

In an email blast sent to all members in good standing, the 
following items may be located:

-  Annual Meeting Agenda
-  Mark-up copy of Chapter Bylaws Adopted in 2016 

with proposed changes highlighted;
-  Mark-up copy of Chapter Standing Rules Adopted in 

2016 with proposed changes highlighted; and,
-  Report on behalf of Nominating Committee with 

proposed candidates to be voted on at the meeting.

   Respectfully, 
   Judith Jackson, Secretary 
   Diesel RV Club, an FMCA Chapter 

Editor’s Note: Voting on issues and candidates for Diesel RV 
Club offices commenced June 2, 2018 and will run through 
July 8, 2018. When you click on the voting link, either within 
an email or on the 2018 Business Meeting Page of the DRVC 
website, you will be prompted to log in if you have not already 
done so. Once logged in, you will see each question to be voted 
upon during the business meeting.  After picking from possible 
options, please click the submit button to complete the voting 
process. Online ballots will be tabulated together with those 
taken at the meeting to determine election results. 

On the Club’s website can be found the formal ballot for 
the Annual Business Meeting to be held on Monday, July 
9, 2018, during the Diesel RV Club’s Rocky Mountain Rally 
to be held in Loveland, Colorado at the Riverside RV Park. 
The meeting will be held at 11:00 A.M., Mountain DST. 
The ballot facilitates the online voting process that has 
been approved by FMCA and Diesel RV Club. The business 
to come before the meeting includes: Updating the Chap-
ter’s Bylaws and Standing Rules to create an Assistant 
Treasurer position and the election of officers as well as 
any other business to properly come before the meeting.

Adoption of FMCA’s revised definition for FMCA member-
ship eligibility will align the Chapter’s Bylaws with FMCA 
Bylaw Guidelines to Chapters and does not require a vote 
by our members. The Diesel RV Club Board of Directors 
recommend keeping membership in our Chapter open to 
anyone with an interest in diesel-powered motorhomes 
irrespective of the type of qualifying recreational vehicle 
they may own.

The ballot provides you the opportunity to vote for can-
didates put forward by the Diesel RV Club’s Nominating 
Committee for the offices to be filled for the term starting 
July, 2018 and running through the 2020 Summer Busi-
ness Meeting. The Bylaws of the Diesel RV Club Chapter 
allow ballots by email to be undertaken for all matters to 
be voted on by Members. A simple majority vote of mem-
bers in good standing is all that is required to elect Chap-
ter officers. The Chapter has established that voting will be 

http://www.dieselrvclub.org/Sys/Poll/1150
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Feeling untethered?

Digital Connections while On the Road
by Byron Songer, VP Publications

There is no doubt that if you’ve watched TV, used email or 
browsed the web, or even made a call with your cell phone, 
you have been tethered to the rest of the world in some 
way. Though the access isn’t wired but is, instead, wireless, 
frustration can set in when things don’t seem to work out 
as expected.

Throughout the past 20 years (yes, it has been that long) 
constant improvements and upgrades have been made to 
cellular service (voice and data) as well as to wireless inter-
net connectivity. In fact, there has been so much progress 
over these two decades that the average person can feel 
like roadkill from trying to stay with the game – dead on 
the spot.

So, read on for a brief overview of what’s available today 
from a variety of sources. Along the way, I’ll mention a few 
things to be sure we’re all at the same level of understand-
ing — at least, that will be the attempt.

Cellular Connectivity for the Populace
First came cellular phone service back in the mid-1980’s. 
Cellular service involves cell towers to transmit and receive 
signals from portable (mobile) devices. Cellular service has 
gone from analog to digital along the way. The result has 
been improved connections with less static. Still, cellular 
service (for voice or data) is a shared service. That means 
that the more connections an individual tower handles, 
the busier it becomes creating a lost or dropped connec-
tion. In fact, while traveling on a highway, a background 
task of keeping calls 
connected involves 
handling of the connec-
tion from one tower to 
another. In addition, 
just because you see a 
cell tower doesn’t mean 
that it is the tower of 
your carrier. Assuming 
you should have a good 
signal because of visual 
contact may be a bad 
one and add to your 
disappointment.

To further complicate things, voice communication via 
cell service is handled on one range of frequencies while 
data (internet traffic) is handled on another set of bands. 
This means you can have slow data service but an excel-
lent voice connection. Again, don’t make any assumptions 
because you could be wrong. As it is with voice, data con-
nectivity through a cell tower is also a shared resource. So, 
the busier a tower is trying to communicate with devices 
can result in slower speeds and a disappointing experi-
ence. The nice thing is cellular data service serves as the 
backbone of our smart device world.

WiFi for All?
Now, let’s look at the gremlin many of us just don’t 
understand: WiFi (formally known as wireless fidelity). 
This standard supports computer connectivity as well as 
smart devices (which really are small computers). As with 
cellular, wireless fidelity is a shared service whether in 
your home, hotel, restaurant, or campground. It’s even a 
shared service in your motorhome or RV of choice. That 
means that the device in your hand or on your lap uses the 
airwaves to communicate with an access point or wireless 
hub to communicate (routing the signal) to another ser-
vice. In the home, a hub can be connected via some wire to 
the phone company or the cable company. On the road, it 
goes through a cellular provider such as AT&T or Verizon. 
A wired internet connection, even through a hub, is supe-
rior to a wireless connection in terms of speed, reliability, 
and quality of throughput.

With this knowledge, you now can be able to understand 
the frustration often encountered in a campground while 
trying to use the free WiFi. On any given weekday the 
overall speed of a campground’s wireless signal may see 
very good yet, on a busy weekend it will suffer. Why? The 
shared resource goes from, perhaps, 60 devices to 180 
devices. For this reason, it may be wise just to rely on your 
cellular data connection for an Internet-based experience. 
On top of that, the nature of a WiFi signal is called “line of 
sight” which is only good for a certain distance from the 
access point’s antenna. When it rains, it greatly affects the 
signal, especially in the summer when all the trees have 
put out their summer growth.

Since introduction in February 
2007, Apple’s iphone has been 
a market leader providing both 
voice and data service to millions 
of owners throughout the US and 
around the world. continued on next page
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there is yet another way to watch TV. It so happens that 
this is a method used frequently in our motorhome. That 
is, via the smart TV apps and a wireless connection to my 
cellular hotspot. Through such I can watch DirecTV Now, 
CBS All Access, or any number of internet-based services.

Summing It Up
Here’s where a device like Winegard’s ConnecT 2.0 (shown 
below) comes into play. With two 4G LTE antennas, it can 
grab cellular signals from a greater distance than other, 
unassisted devices. Then, with the internal router, it can 
broadcast a WiFi signal inside the RV for those within 
close range. It has a great future as owners replace other, 
aging equipment while seeking a better connection to the 
digital world around us.

A Merger of Technologies
Now, let’s look at the gremlin many of 
us just don’t, the one that grew out of 
the merger of radio-based communi-
cation technologies. Very simply put, 
cellular service (voice and data) com-
municates over radio waves which, in 
this country, are regulated by the Fed-
eral Communications Commission. 
Those radio waves are protected and 
operate at specific frequencies. This is 
so your microwave doesn’t effect your 
TV viewing experience or interrupt a 
call while using your phone. Likewise, 
WiFi signals operate in another fre-
quency range with specific channels 
allocated for their use. The significant 
difference is that the cellular frequen-
cies support use over a broader range 
(more distance) than WiFi. By the way, it’s very similar in 
the Bluetooth domain, which is designed to provide ser-
vice for peripheral devices within 30 feet.

Why do I speak of the “merger of technologies” in this 
article? The reason is that we, as humans, begin to take 
them for granted and get confused when talking about 
interoperability.

Watching TV via Merged Technologies
For instance, connecting the smart TV in my motorhome 
can happen in a number of ways. (1) I can watch over-
the-air broadcasts using the antenna on the roof. This 
is like watching TV in the early 1950’s when those sta-
tions in close proximity were the only ones available to 
watch, “snow” and all. Except, in the 21st century there 
is no snow thanks to today’s digital capability – there 
is either picture or there isn’t. (2) I can also connect my 
TV to a cable system in the campground and set the TV 
to display what is provided via their system. At present, 
most campgrounds haven’t upgraded their systems to 
support digital transmission so that what is seen may, at 
times, not be of good quality. (3) If I had such, a third way 
to watch TV in my RV could be via DirecTV or the Dish 
network. Of course, to do so I need a compatible receiver 
as well as a satellite dish, whether of the tailgate variety 
or one mounted on the roof. At that point, the mercy of 
the storm king comes into play. (4) And, believe it or not, 

continued from previous page

Rugged 8-inch,
low-profile dome

Two, 4G LTE 
antennas
Three WiFi 
antennas

Simple 12v
installation

Standard SIM 
card port 16” diameter | 3.75 lbs

AT&T

Smart Phone

Smart Television
(wireless connection)

Cellular Data
Router

Cell Tower

The illustration (above) shows how a TV with WiFi capability can be connected to 
the internet via a device like the Netgear Nighthawk to provide internet access on a 
cellular data network.
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 Level Total Active Renewal Lapsed New Pending
    Overdue   Renewal

 ForumPlus 29 17 5 - - 12
 Regular 343 275 45 3 1 63
 Valued Partner 1 1 - - - -

 Total 373 291 50 3 1 75

Membership Report

 Total Cash Balance Net Income/Year

 $67,687 $3,817

Financial Overview for 2018

 Account Number Account Name Amount Total Amount
Income 
 4000 Dues Income 10,265.00
 4100 Rally Income 20,606.77
 4200 Merchandise Income 1,311.25
 4400 Advertising Income 106.22
 4500 Preferred Partner Income 524.55

   Total Income 32,813.79
Expense 
 5000 Printed Newsletter Expenses 1,999.39
 5010 Forum Web Site Expenses 238.10
 5020 Membership Web Site Expenses 2,694.96
 5030 Membership PayPal Expenses 182.46
 5040 Postage 408.96
 5100 Bank Fees 20.50
 5200 Rally Expenses 22,760.47
 5202 Officer Rally Mileage Refund Expenses 2,773.89
 5203 Officer FMCA Rally Refund Expenses 1,600.14
 5300 Merchandise Expenses 161.33
 5400 Accounting Software Expenses 270.00
 5500 Board Meeting Expenses 40.99
 5600 Business Meeting Expenses 29.00
 5800 Office Supply Expenses 195.19

   Total Expense 33,375.38

   Net Income (Loss) -561.59

Please note that rallies are self-supporting. Club dues are accessed to cover other club expenses.

Income Statement for the period of 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2017 

connect with us on the web at www.dieselrvclub.org and forum.dieselrvclub.org
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Why Join the Diesel RV CLUB? 
• Exchange information on RVing and diesel engines with hundreds of  

diesel enthusiasts at the state-of-the-art Diesel RV Technical Forum and seminars at all DRVC rallies.
• Enjoy fun and fellowship through the Club’s full-color newsletters and at club rallies held across the country. 
• Attend FMCA activities, such as area rallies and FMCA conventions, with others from the Diesel RV Club.
• Take advantage of 5% to 10% discounts on parts and service through our exclusive Valued Partner arrangements as 

well as a discount on parts at O’Reilly Auto Parts stores nationwide.
• Share tech tips, travel advice, and problem-solving information with fellow Diesel RV Club members.
• Meet interesting people, form lasting friendships, learn more about motorhoming, swap coach modification and 

maintenance information, and visit interesting places while creating lasting memories.

Diesel RV Club FAQs 
Q. How much is membership?

A. Membership is $25 per year (eNews and/or printed newsletter via USPS), 
and is due on the anniversary of club membership.

Q. What do I get for being a member? 

A. Membership entitles you to full access to the Diesel RV Club website, the 
Technical Forum, Travelore (Newsletter), and discounts from our Valued Part-
ners. 

Q. How do I find the Club’s home page and the diesel engine forum?

A. Everything can be accessed from this URL:
http://www.dieselrvclub.org
To go directly to the engine forum: 
http://forum.dieselrvclub.org 

Q. What do you do at rallies? 

A. A typical rally is about four days long at a top tier motorhome resort with 
discounted site rates, multiple maintenance seminars, hobby and how-to ses-
sions, group social and get-acquainted times, catered meals, evening entertain-
ment, dancing, and time to see local sites. Rallies may include silent auctions, 
access to some coach services and presentations by RV vendors. 

Q. What is the upcoming Rally Schedule? 

A. You can find the schedule of upcoming rallies on the Club website, along 
with planned rally activities. You can also register online as well as download, 
print, complete, and mail the registration form. 

Q. Do you have any charity and fund raising activity? 

A. Although the Chapter’s purpose is to educate its members, we do contribute 
to various charities and organizations in the areas where rallies are held.

✓	 Diesel	RV	Club	FAQs
✓	 Why	Join
✓	 Become	a	Member

We’re here …

… Where are you?

How to Become a Member
Complete and mail the form on the reverse side or signup online!

If you have other questions, email one of the following officers: 

 Membership: Tim Gerrity – membership@dieselrvclub.org 

 Technical: Brett Wolfe – technical@dieselrvclub.org 

 Publications: Byron Songer – editor@dieselrvclub.org

InspireInspire

Granille
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Diesel RV Club – Application for Membership
Mission Statement: We are a club for RV owners with an interest in diesel engines including how to maintain them, get maximum 
performance, and keep repair costs to a minimum. Rallies always include social activities and technical seminars and are conducted 
in all areas of the US. 

Membership in FMCA is required for full Diesel RV Club affiliation. 

Membership	Type	(check one):  [ ] Regular, provide FMCA Number ____________ [ ] ForumPlus	

Names:  ____________________   ____________________   ____________________   ____________________

 Pilot – First Pilot – Last Co-pilot – First  Co-pilot – Last

Mailing	Address: ___________________________  _______________   ________   ________________

 Street/P.O. Box City State/Prov Postal Code

Shipping	Address: __________________________  _______________   ________   ________________

 Street – no PO box please City State/Prov Postal Code

Phones:  _____________________   ____________________   _____________________

 Home or Office  Pilot’s Mobile Co-pilot’s Mobile

E-mail	Addresses:  ______________________________________   _______________________________________

  Pilot Co-pilot

Occupations	(if	retired,	former	occupations):

______________________________________________   _______________________________________________

  Pilot Co-pilot

Emergency	Contact: ___________________________   _________________   _________________________

  Name – normally not with you Telephone Relationship

Newsletter	Delivery	Choice (check one): Email Only [ ]  Postal Only [ ]  Email & Postal [ ]

Referred	by	Member:  __________________________________________

Your	RV	Information:

Coach Mfg: _____________  Model: ______________  Length: _______  Slides: ______  VIN: _______________

Engine Mfg:  ___________ Model: _____________ Rated HP: __________  Serial No: _____________

Make checks payable to Diesel RV Club and mail to:
 Diesel RV Club
 3916 Potsdam Ave. PMB #1107
 Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7048
Note: Please feel free to duplicate for other FMCA members who are interested 
in the Diesel RV Club Membership. PayPal payment option available on the 
Club website – www.dieselrvclub.org

----- FOR CLUB USE ONLY -----

Amount Received: $ ________

___/___/____  ___/___/____

Date Received Renewal Date

Check # ______  Cash _______

 Revised March 2015
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Valued Partner List
Independent Service Centers
Accelerated	Diesel — Accelerated Diesel offers full service diesel engine and drive train repair. 

They have over 40 years combined experience with all diesel engines. Every 
coach receives a free vehicle inspection and coming soon, turnkey RV stor-
age. Show your membership card and get a 10% Discount on service (labor) provided at their location in 
Tyler, Texas at 12614 County Road 431.
Phone: (903) 881-9765

RV	Satellite	&	Entertainment	Solutions — offering a 10% discount on mobile services (not in conjunction with any other 
discount). RV Satellite & Entertainment provides tailored entertainment and communication solutions as 
an authorized dealer for Direct TV, DISH, and Winegard, as well as weBoost. Whether you are looking for a 
new HDTV system, improved broadcast TV, mobile internet or an automatic satellite TV system, CCC can 
provide you with a one-stop-solution. Check the website for the location schedule. 619-571-3393.
www.customcoachconnection.com

Leisure	Coachworks— 5% discount on parts and labor. Alfateers provides service for most major makes and models of 
motorhomes and other RVs. They offer a free RV wash and carpet shampoo with every qualified service. 
Services include upgrades, collision, accidental damage, and maintenance service. Fontana, CA.
www.leisurecw.com

Luxury	Coach	Service – extending a 15% discount on parts and labor to all DRVC members and associates. LCS is a conve-
nient, one-stop shop for all preventative RV repair and maintenance services on motor coaches from class 
C to luxury class A. Certified technicians, a 40-bay service facility and spacious parts department ensure 
your expectations will be met in a professional and timely fashion. Specializing in maintenance, upgrades, 
and remodelling. Luxury Coach Service is at 1750 E. Interstate 30 in Rockwall, TX 75087. Phone (972) 
771-6200..
www.luxurycoachservice.com

Oregon	Motorcoach	Center – a Certified Service Center in the Pacific Northwest, has served the Eugene and surrounding 
area for a decade. Established in 2008, they specialize in RV restorations, renovation, custom van conver-
sions, repairs, and motorhome maintenance. OMC offers a 10% discount on parts to current members 
of Diesel RV Club. Oregon Motorcoach Center is located at 29417 Airport Road, Eugene, Oregon 97402. 
Phone: (541) 762-1505.
www.oregonmotorcoachcenter.com

Premier	Motor	Coach	Services — 10% discount on parts and labor. Premier Motor Coach Services (Tucson, AZ) is offering a 
10% discount on parts and service. Please note the new location conveniently located at I-10 & Exit 264 
(Palo Verde). 
www.premiermbs.com

RVincidents — 10% discount on parts and labor. An RV repair, body and paint specialty company in Nixa, MO. They provide 
high quality repair services for all types of RVs, buses and trailers.
www.rvincidents.net

Cummins/Onan Engine Owners
Cummins	Power	Club — If you are a DRVC member and own  an RV with a Cummins engine or an Onan Generator, it makes 

sense to be a club member. Members receive a 10% discount on Cummins Genuine Parts and Valvoline 
products. The discount also applies to service repairs and maintenance.
www.cumminspowerclub.com

Caterpillar Dealers
Carolina	CAT — 10% discount on parts and labor up to a limit of $250. Caterpillar dealer in North Carolina with locations in 

Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro, Monroe, and Statesville.
www.carolinacat.com

continued on next page
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continued on next page

Cashman	Equipment	Co,	— 10% discount on parts as well as a free chassis inspection. A Caterpillar dealer located in 
Henderson, NV. Telephone: 702-633-4621.
www.cashmanequipment.com/parts-service/service

Gregory	Poole	Equipment	Co,	— 10% discount on parts and labor. One of two Caterpillar certified Level 3 RV Service cen-
ters. North Carolina locations include Fayetteville, Garner and Mebane.
www.gregorypoole.com

MacAllister	Power	Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Caterpillar dealer throughout Indiana with locations in 
Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Lafayette, South Bend, Terre Haute and Washington.
www.macallister.com/locations

Mustang	Caterpillar – Mustang Caterpillar is offering a 10% discount on parts and service. To receive this discount you must 
show your current Diesel RV Club Membership Card and let them know you want to take advantage of the 
10% discount. Mustang Caterpillar locations are conveniently located throughout Southeast Texas. 
www.mustangcat.com

Yancy	Power	Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Exclusive Caterpillar dealer serving Georgia with locations 
throughout the state. Please check website for service locations.
www.yanceybros.com/map

Mercedes-Benz (Sprinter Dealers)
Capital	Eurocars — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz dealer in Tallahassee, Florida offers a discount to 

owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.capitaleurocars.com

Mercedes-Benz	of	Arrowhead — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead in Peoria, Arizona offers a 
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.arrowheadmb.com

Mercedes-Benz	of	Danbury — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Danbury, Connecticut offers a 
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenzofdanbury.com

Mercedes-Benz	of	Naples — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Naples, Florida offers a discount to owners 
of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenznaples.com

Mercedes-Benz	of	Westminster — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Westminster, Colorado offers a dis-
count to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mbwestminster.com

Freightliner Oasis Service Centers
ATC	Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and labor. Freightliner Oasis Dealer, Tulsa, Oklahoma.

atcfreightliner.com
Orlando	Freightliner — This Florida Freightliner dealership is an Oasis dealer offering a 10% discount on all parts and ser-

vice.
www.orlandofreightliner.com

Stoops	Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and service. Freightliner Oasis dealer in New Haven, IN. Discount only at its 
New Haven, Indiana location.
www.stoops.com 

Valued Partner List
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Truck	Centers	of	Arkansas — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Springdale, 
Arkansas location.
www.truckcentersar.com

Truck	Country	of	Decorah — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Decorah, Iowa location.
www.truckcountry.com/locations/decorah.cfm

RV Parts & Supplies
Boogey	Lights — Boogey Lights offers a 10% discount on its Hi-Intensity LED lighting solutions designed for outdoor use on 

RVs when purchased online or by calling 800.847.1359.
http://www.BoogeyLights.com

Coach	Supply	Direct — Coach Supply is offering a 5% discount off their already competitive prices. The discount applies to all 
products listed on website.
www.coachsupplydirect.com

Fire	&	Life	Safety — Mac the Fire Guy is offering a 10% Valued Partner discount on RV Fire Safety equipment and supplies.
macthefireguy.com

MCD	Innovations — MCD is offering a 10% discount on all shade purchases. They have a full line of day/night manual and 
power shades.
www.mcdinnovations.com

O’Reilly	Auto	Parts	—	Members of Diesel RV Club may take advantage of a discount program with O’Reilly Auto Parts 
and their 3700 stores across the nation. Members must present their DRVC membership card containing an 
O’Reilly program number to receive the discount on back counter parts.

RV	Glass	Solutions — RV Glass Solutions offers a 10% discount (a cap may apply) on service with a maximum of $75 per 
appointment. They have crews at FMCA Family Reunions as well as 2500 servicing locations across the US 
and Canada.
www.rvglasssolutions.com/about_us.html 

Other Types of Services
Mobileye	INC	— Mobileye is offering Diesel RV Club members 10% off of the price of purchase and installation of its Colli-

sion Avoidance System. Members can download and print the Discount Coupon on the from the Mem-
bers Only section of our website then take it to a Mobileye Authorized Dealer. See Mobileye’s website or 
product information.
www.mobileye.com/us

Overland	Insurance	Services — Get a free RV insurance quote online through Diesel RV Club and receive favorable treat-
ment from the premier supplier of affordable Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv

RV	Golf	Club — RV Golf Club offers a 20% discount* on annual membership which offers free RV parking at golf courses and 
RV resorts with golf facilities all over North America. Members must use the link on the Diesel RV Club 
website to obtain the discount. (RV Golf Club will pay the Diesel RV Club a 20% referral fee for each mem-
bership.)
www.RVGolfClub.com

SkyMed — SkyMed picks up where other travel plans leave off providing air ambulance membership services, medical air 
evacuation, emergency travel services, travel insurance, and personal concierge services without co-pays, 
deductibles, or claim forms. As a member of DRVC, you receive an exclusive club discount from SkyMed’s 
menu of policies and options.
www.skymed.com

Valued Partner List

end of listing
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http://www.leisurecw.com

RV Glass Solutions specializes in nationwide mobile 
RV windshield replacement. With one phone call, 
our experts will arrange for installation by a qualified 
motorhome glass technician at one of 2300 locations 
nationwide, ship your new RV windshield and take care 
of the insurance and billing details so you don’t have to. 
It’s that easy! We also offer side window repair at our 
Coburg, Oregon and Phoenix, Arizona Service Centers.

Expert windshield replacement…

…anywhere your travels take you.

INSURANCE SERVICESINSURANCE SERVICES

Any RV - Any Size
Any Time - Online

Overland Insurance has been a premier supplier of a�ordable 
Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.

Look no further when you want the best
RV insurance coverage at the lowest possible cost.

Let Overland Insurance Services prepare a customized
motor home or travel trailer insurance proposal .

You’ll be amazed how much coverage your
premium dollar will buy.

Get a Free RV Insurance Quote Online through DRVC!
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv


